
15THE HARMS DONE 
TO WOMEN 

• Only 10% of women 
were in employment six 

weeks after release from prison 9 

• 13% were homeless or rough sleeping 
on release from prison in the year to 

March 2024 10 

• 44% of women leaving prison are 
reconvicted within one year 11

Domestic 

Abuse

• Nearly 60% of women in prison 
report experiencing domestic abuse 1 

• Nearly 2 in 3 women in prison have 
a history that suggests brain injury, 

often the result of domestic abuse 2
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Race and Ethnicity

• Women from minority ethnic 
groups are overrepresented 

at every stage of the criminal 
justice system 5 

• Black women make up 8.9% of 
the prison population, but 3% 

of the general population 6  
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• Pregnant women in prison 

are seven times more likely 

to suffer stillbirth 7 

• 95% of children with mothers 

in prison leave the family 

home 8 

Community 

integration
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Women experience the effects of structural 
inequalities including colonialism, racism, sexism, 
classism, ageism, homophobia, and transphobia

Structural inequalities underpin women’s 
experiences of harms like poverty, mental 
ill-health, substance misuse, domestic abuse and 
violence, and homelessness

The multiple disadvantages women experience 
can sweep them into contact with the criminal 
justice system, which, in turn, is shaped by the 
inequalities women experience

Drivers of Women’s Criminalisation

 

 
 

 

 

 


